


Marriage counselor Dr. George Smith says age is a
factor that should be taken. into account when dis-

cussing someone’s potential.

“Potential means there’s only hope there [for a
| relationship/. It’s a possibility,” says Dr. Gail Wyait.
| “Behavior speaks louder than words.”

there [for a relationship]. It's a possi- :

bility,” says Dr. Gail Wyatt, whose
newest book is No More Clueless Sex:
10 Sexual Habits That Can Mess Up
Your Love Life.

“A possibility has to be made
into a reality. If you see a person
moving toward something, then a
lasting relationship may have a

ing, then I would say a lasting rela-
tionship most likely is not in his or
her best interest, or yours.”

Dr. Wyatt, who is also a clinical
psychologist and UCLA professor of
psychiatry and bio-behavioral sci-

part people view potential as a posi-
tive attribute for an individual to
have. But, she says, there are people
who consider it a negative trait.

“Usually people who have had

i failed relationships with someone
i who had great potential but it nev-
i er eventuated into anything may
i be skeptical about looking at a per-
i son in the midst of development—
: they might see [potential] as a neg-
: ative. They want a tried-and-true
i entity,” she explains.

chance. If the person is not evolv-

“If a person never moves from

: mid-development, that’s a problem,”
i Dr. Wyatt adds. “If they keep talk-
i ing about what it is they ‘want to do’
{ and keep changing their mind, that’s
i a sign that this person has no focus.
i Behavior speaks louder than words.”
ences, points out that for the most

Ashaki Letcher, 32, a human re-

i source recruiter and single mom
: from Atlanta, admits that potential
i is no longer something she looks for
i in a mate.
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Author William July II stresses, “It
is critical to accept your partner for
who they are now.”

tial is no longer enough,” she says.
“T used to look for something to

dealing with who this person real-
ly is, and in the end I have been left
with nothing but potential.

“Now I date men with qualities

have to be there: respect, self-love,
ambition, motivation, self-sufficien-
cy, spirituality and honesty.”

On the other hand Cleveland basic level, then you'll be able to go
schoolteacher Jason Ericson, 40, @

says that potential is a necessary

quality for the woman he seriously
plans to date.
“For me potential means that the

ability to grow and become better
over time. She has goals and dreams
that she is pursuing. That means
there’s a lot to look forward to in the
future,” he says.

“But if the relationship is going to
last, potential can’t be the only asset
she has. It takes a well-rounded per-
son with many admirable qualities to
make a good mate. Even if a woman
is currently successful and ‘estab-
lished,” she must still have the abili-
ty and desire to grow beyond what
and who she is.”

Public speaker and author William
July II agrees with Ericson on the
fact that potential alone isn’t some-
thing that can sustain a relationship,

: and says that it is because there are
i no guarantees on the potential ever
i becoming an actuality.

“Most of my dates were with :
men who had potential, but poten- :

“It is critical to accept your part-
ner for who he or she is now,” stress-

i es July. “The core of the person is
i what you’re really getting hooked up
grasp and hold on to instead of
i healthy body, the big job title and
i deep bank account—can quite literal-
i ly be here today and gone tomorrow,”
i says July, the author of several
that I won’t negotiate. The basics
i Hidden Lover: What Women Need to
i Know that Men Can’t Tell Them.

with. The outside-the BMW, the

books, including his latest titled The

“If you love who they are on a

wherever the relationship takes you.
You want happiness today, not at

: some point in the future.

“Like the old saying goes, ‘What

i you see is what you get!”
woman I'm interested in has the :

—MARTI YARBROUGH




